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LICENSES MUST BE RENEWED ANNUALLY 


Licenses under the Perishable Agricultural Commodities 
Act are required to be renewed annually. The law states: 

“Upon the filing of the application, and annually thereafter, 
the applicant shall pay a fee of $10.” 

The foregoing information is given because the Association 
within the last week or two has received a number of letters from 
its members asking whether the $10 fee for the license must be 
paid annually, and also raising the question whether canners are 
required to take out licenses under this law. 

It will be recalled that at the time the act was to become 
effective, requiring that firms subject to it must obtain a license 
on or before December 10, 1930, a number of articles were pub- 
lished in the Information Letter, giving the opinion of the Solici- 
tor of the Department of Agriculture, and the opinion of the 
Association’s own counsel. As stated in the Information Letter 
for November 22, 1930, under the interpretation placed on the 
act by the Solicitor of the Department of Agriculture, “the 
statute applies not only to canners who buy fresh fruits and 
vegetables in interstate commerce in carload lots but also to 
canners who buy their fruits and vegetables in the same state 
where the cannery is located and who thereafter ship their prod- 
ucts in interstate commerce. If a canner contracts to purchase 
an entire crop it is considered a purchase in carload lots whether 
it is actually delivered to him in carload lots or in smaller units.” 

Until the act is amended so as to change the present lan- 
guage, most canners will therefore be required to take out a 
license and to renew it annually with the payment of a $10 fee. 


FOURTH LEAFLET AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS 
The fourth leaflet in the series prepared by the Home Eco- 
nomics Division of the Association, entitled “Canned Foods for 
the School Lunch,” has been mailed to the membership. One 
hundred additional copies of this pamphlet will be furnished to 
members without charge on request. 


FREIGHT RATE ON SARDINES 
In a case involving the less-than-carload rate on sardines, in 
boxes, from Eastport, Me., to Perth Amboy, N. J., the Interstate 
2749 


: 
: 
a 
«| 
4 
‘ 


2750 INFORMATION LETTER 


Commerce Commission Examiner has recommended that the 
Commission find the present rates not unreasonable or unduly 
prejudical, and that the complaint be dismissed. 


WINTER VEGETABLE PROSPECTS IN MEXICO AND CUBA 

Though it is still too early for any accurate estimate of the 
1931-1982 acreage of winter vegetables on the Mexican West 
Coast, the data available at the middle of October indicated that 
there would be an increase in the tomato acreage, a marked de- 
cline in the area planted to green peas, while the area devoted 
to the other green vegetables would probably remain about the 
same as last season. Reports from Cuba also indicate that the 
1931-1932 tomato and pepper plantings will be about the same as 
for 1980-1931, but the cucumber and lima bean acreage is ex- 
pected to be larger. 


CONTINUED DECREASE IN TRUCK SHIPMENTS 


Extremely warm weather in eastern markets during mid- 
November was a hindering factor in the sale of most fruits and 
vegetables. Combined movement of 29 leading products de- 
creased to 15,710 cars during the week ended November 21. Po- 
tatoes totaled only 3,250 and apples 3,075 cars. Movement of 
oranges increased rapidly, totaling almost 2,000 cars for the 
week. California shipments were 1,055 cars, while Florida in- 
creased greatly to 840 and Alabama moved 35 cars of oranges. 
Grapefruit shipments from Florida reached 570 cars and those 
from Texas 185 cars, with a dozen also from Arizona. Movement 
of grapefruit was 40 per cent heavier than a year ago. Mixed- 
citrus forwardings from Florida increased to 375 cars, but were 
much lighter than last November. Tangerine output amounted 
to 140 cars, compared with 450 during the same week last season. 
Considerable quantities of Florida citrus fruit were moving by 
motor-truck. Grape shipments had dropped to 810 cars, almost 
entirely from California. 

Sources of tomato supplies were shifting. Movement from 
California dropped to 60 cars, while southern Texas increased 
to 45 and Florida forwarded 6 cars. Texas spinach shipments 
were much lighter than a year ago—only 25 cars last week as 
against 250 last season. The Norfolk section of Virginia started 
30 and Maryland 20 cars to market. 

Florida snap-bean movement increased sharply to 370 cars, 
but other states shipped only 20 carloads. Imperial Valley of Cali- 
fornia was practically the only source of green peas; about 105 
cars left that section during the week, or just half as many as a 
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year ago. Forwardings of cauliflower from California decreased 
to 105 cars and Oregon was down to 135, the total being one- 
fourth less than during mid-November, 1930. 


Cantor SHIPMENTS 


Total 
Nov. Nov. Nov. thissea- lustsea- Total 
Commodity 15-21 8-14 16-22 =sonthru son thru last 


1081 1081 1930 Nov, 21 Nov.22 season 
Apples, 8,686 8,057 60,257 72,030 100,703 
stern states ..... 1,728 2,388 1,513 35,114 30,450 43,256 
Western states _.. 1,345 1,208 2,144 25,143 41,580 66,587 
pa 5 12 0 3,863 2,788 2,780 
Beans, snap and lima: 
1982 season ......... 3870 279 334 1,217 1,058 9,300 
1932 season..... 36 36 eee 1,601 
1931 season 3 38 
Cabbage : 
19082 season.......... 18 4 25 22 82,118 
1931 season YOS 541 $2,118 31,837 38, 
Carrots : 
1932 season 150 115 714 DOA 9,050 
1931 season... 54 97 9,950 10,765 12,437 
Cauliflower ............ 241 380 318 3,275 3,140 9,611 
Cucumbers ....... 20 19 60 6,431 7,608 
Mixed deciduous fruit... 15 16 11 8,611 5,837 5,921 
Mixed vegetabl —— 315 500 25,772 28,451 $1,180 
Pears 135 176 18,337 26,963 28,835 
Peas (green) : 
1932 season... 106 104 217 7,149 
1981 season........ 2 17 7,140 6,798 
2 season 3o 26 os 168 2,817 
1931 season.. +) 14 14 2,817 2,767 2,786 
Spinach 
1932 season...... 58 11 283 71 331 9,630 
1981 weason.......... 28 35 10 0,630 0,627 9,636 
Tomatoes : 
1082 season.......... 6 3 40 10 72 27,560 
1081 season......... lll 222 87 27,560 33,326 34,050 


SOVIET’S PLANS FISH CANNING INDUSTRY 


A considerable enlargement of the Russian fish canning in- 
dustry was ordered by the Russian Government on September 
29, 1981, according to information from the American commer- 
cial attache at Berlin, Germany. In the fiscal period 1981 to 
1933 no less than 36 factories ashore and 23 floating factories for 
fish canning are to be constructed and taken into operation, The 
total output of the new plants working with double shifts is 
planned to amount to 327,000,000 one-pound cans. In the year 
1933 the total production of 2,400,000,000 one-pound cans of pre- 
serves is to include 600,000,000 cans of fish. 

The new plants are to be erected chiefly in such localities 
from which the export of fresh or frozen fish is very difficult or 
impossible and in localities where the fish have hitherto not been 
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handled for industrial use. The Kaspi Basin is to be equipped 
with 8 plants ashore and 16 floating factories. The fishing 
grounds on the Pacific Ocean (Far East) are to have 14 factories 
on the Amur along the coast and in Kamchatka, as well as 7 float- 
ing shrimp canning plants. Five factories are to be erected in 
Northern Russia, 3 on Lake Aral, 2 on Lake Valchasch in Siberia, 
and 4 in Eastern Siberia. 

All plants are to be equipped with modern machinery and 
refrigerating rooms. As far as possible all machinery is to be 
built in Russia. For this purpose 9 further machine building 
plants have been turned over to the special trust for the construc- 
tion of foodstuffs machinery. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday ; weekly average 1923-1925=100) 


- 1931 1930 
Composite Index :* Nov,21 Nov. 14 Nov.7 Nov,22 Nov.15 Nov,8 
New York Times... 79.0 80.4 79.7 
Business Week ‘ oes 3 80.9 78.6 80.1 
Freight car ax? 74.8 81.3 86.5 91.0 
Wholesale prices ( Fisher’ s): 


All commodities... 68.6 t68.6 68.3 80.8 82.2 82.2 
Agricultural products... 53.7 53.9 53.8 78.7 81.3 82.5 
prod- 


Bank “tebits outside New 


91.5 66.5 83.8 120.7 100.7 111.7 
Bond prices............. 95.0 96.3 4.9 106.7 06.5 107.0 
Stock prices............. 92.7 101.7 100.0 166.0 161.0 162.4 
Interest rates: 

Call money............ 687.7 60.6 60.6 48.5 48.5 48.5 
Time money........... 85.7 91.4 91.4 62.9 62.9 66.3 
Business failures J 144.5 130.5 126.5 139.8 121.6 120.1 
*Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
tRevised. 
Can Loapinas 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. OC. L. Other 
Week ended November 14__. 690,366 251,576 207,400 231,201 
Previous week 717,029 273,000 214,330 252,934 
Corresponding week, 1930 820,028 308,486 231,001 289,536 
Corresponding week, 1920... 982,026 874,020 259,543 349,363 


WILL ISSUE REPORT OF RETAIL DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTIES 

The Bureau of the Census is about to release for publication 
a special report on retail distribution by counties, in which the 
number of stores and the total net sales in each of nine principal 
business groups and in seven specific kinds of business are shown 
for each county and for each city with a population of 10,000 or 
more. The figures in this bulletin are “preliminary” in the sense 
that they are subject to such changes as the final series of state 
reports, which will present the figures in much greater detail, 
may make necessary. The bulletin has been prepared and pub- 
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lished at this time in order that it may be available to serve as a 
basis in establishing policies for sales campaigns for the coming 
year by showing the geographical location of retail business in 
the United States. 

The nine main groups and the seven specific kinds of busi- 
ness referred to above, for which separate figures will be shown, 
are as follows: 

’ Business groups—Food; country general stores; general 
merchandise; automotive; apparel ; furniture and household ; res- 
taurants and eating places ; lumber and building; all other stores. 

Kinds of business—Grocery, meat, and combination stores ; 
motor-vehicle sales establishments; filling stations; garages (re- 
pairs, gas, oil, and storage) ; accessories and other automotives; 
shoe stores—men’s, women’s, and children’s; drug stores. 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION TERMS DEFINED AND CLASSIFIED 
BY CENSUS BUREAU 

What is a wholesaler and what are the differences in func- 
tions that distinguish one type of wholesale establishment from 
another? These questions are answered with full definitions and 
complete classifications in a bulletin being issued by the Whole- 
sale Census, entitled “Wholesale Distribution: Definitions and 
Classifications.” 

In order to properly present the data gathered on wholesale 
distribution by the Census Bureau it was found necessary to 
break down the totals into carefully classified categories. These 
categories had never been classified by any organization, so one 
of the important developments of the Census has been this elimi- 
nation of the inconsistency of the terminology used in the field 
of wholesale distribution and classifying this field in such a man- 
ner that it fits accepted usage as closely as possible. In order 
clearly to understand the terminology used in the wholesale 
census it is necessary to refer to this bulletin. 

Wholesale establishments are divided into 24 groupal with 
these groups further classified in 88 major divisions and 351 
minor or detailed classifications. Each of the terms, such as 
“service wholesaler,” “general sales office,” “broker,” “gelling 
agents,” etc., are defined, and these definitions are indexec' so as 
to be easily located. Everyone using the wholesale census as well 
as research workers and students of business in general should 
find this bulletin of value. 

Copies of “Wholesale Distribution: Definitions and Classifi- 
cations,” being issued as Distribution No. W-100, will be avail- 
able free of charge from the Census Bureau or from the District 
Offices of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
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CANNED TOMATO IMPORTS CONTINUE HEAVY 

Imports of canned tomatoes in October showed a slight de- 
crease from last year’s record. October imports totaled 8,963,- 
883 pounds, against 9,688,351 pounds in the same month last 
year. For the first ten months of 1931 the imports have been 
about 20,560 pounds greater than during the corresponding 
period of 1930. 

Tomato paste imports in October showed an increase of 
about 509,000 pounds over October, 1980. However, the receipts 
for the first ten months have been slightly less than receipts for 
the same period last year. 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1930 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
January ............. 8,980,178 $427,845 1,635,369 $120, 824 
February ............. 5,834,313 283,425 1,050,583 88,842 
6,458,591 808,250 2,368,368 246,630 
125,402 4,559 570,683 56,211 
September ........... 2,047,904 90,698 1,877,458 127,151 
October 0,688,351 390,667 1,004,642 82,546 
Total 42,391,493 $1,993,770 10,366,041 $939,200 
19381 
January 5,611,727 198,377 796,143 62,736 
February ..... 375.831 235,570 873,380 75,763 
7,000,827 243,769 907,24 66,645 
9,932,389 864,172 1,642,420 149,668 
eee 5,517,049 201,246 1,047,352 88,704 
8,579,515 124,500 2,564,658 218,210 
September ........ . 8,405,854 111,613 366,012 
October .. Gaus 8,963,883 283,786 875,500 50,385 
62,951,244 $2,178,236 11,155,658 $897 671 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE DEFINITIONS ADOPTED 

The Secretary of Agriculture signed on November 10 new 
and revised definitions for mayonnaise, milk bread, farina maca- 
roni, ginger ale, sarsaparilla, root beer, birch beer, cream soda 
water, and other beverages, approving the recommendations of 
the Food Standards Committee which met in Washington Octo- 
ber 26 to 31. These definitions are adopted as an aid to the Food 
and Drug Administration and to state officials in enforcing the 
Federal and state food laws. 

Definitions adopted for mayonnaise, milk break, ginger ale, 
and sarsaparilla are revisions of previous definitions. All other 
definitions are new. The definition for rye bread, which had been 
in effect for a number of years, was dropped and is no longer 
official. 
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CANNED MILK PRODUCTION AND STOCKS 

Stocks of evaporated milk in manufacturers’ hands on No- 
vember Ist were about 4 per cent lower than the October lst 
stocks, and about 42 per cent less than the stocks held on No- 
vember 1, 1930. Condensed milk stocks showed a decline of 15 
per cent from the previous month and approximately 30 per cent 
from November 1, 1930. Production of both evaporated and con- 
densed milk in October showed an increase over September. The 
following table gives the stocks and production (case goods) as 
reported to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics by manufac- 
turing firms operating about 99 per cent of the factories: 


1931 1930 Change 
Pounds Pounds Per cent 
Total stocks (case goods) November 1: 
Evaporated milk (32 firms). . 129,802,470 223,680,204 
Condensed milk (9 firms) . 17,264,108 24,649,720 —29.97 
Total production (case goods) October : 
Rvaporated milk (31 firms) .. (4,800,104 101,423,605 — 6.98 
Condensed milk (8 firms)...... ... 8,247,380 9,324,508 —11.55 


FRANCE RESTORES LOWER IMPORT DUTY ON ASPARAGUS 

American canned asparagus was restored to the French min- 
imum tariff rate of 100 francs per 100 kilos (about 1.8 cents per 
pound) instead of the general tariff rate of 200 francs per 100 
kilos (about 3.5 cents per pound) which had been applied since 
July 24, by a decree published in the French Journal Officiel for 
November 18, 1981, according to a cablegram from the acting 
commercial attache at Paris. 


MALAYAN PINEAPPLE EXPORTS DURING SEPTEMBER 
A radiogram from the American assistant trade commis- 
sioner at Singapore states that Malayan pineapple exports dur- 
ing September (in short tons) were as follows: United Kingdom, 
1,383; British Possessions, 487; Europe, 132; total, 1,996. 
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